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CENT NTELLIGENCE{; AGENCY
- -24 ctober, 1973

INTELLIGENCE MEMORANDUM '

MIDDLE EAST

-Si'tuation Report Number 74
(as of 0630 EDT)

THE MILITARY SITUATION

GENERAL

1. Both Israel and Eqypt agreed to a scannel
cease-fire Lo take att at 000 EDT this morningr
Tne second cease-fire proposal had been acgopLed Tues-^
da eeni br the. UN SecuritCyciaalo
announced late last night; that it accepted the
cease-f ire resolution. Egypt and Syria conditioned-
their acce {:e1C':upon cm ~al ihrwlfo

" aJ~ occupied Arab toirritories "

2. The Israeli Chief of Staff instructed all
Israeli forces along tha Suez Canal rto observe the 25X1
ceaso-fire as of the 0100 deadline s u td I-
raeli Detense Minister Da ar.

25X1

3. ' Followine the cease-fire air activit in
Syria and a on the Suez Canal Included defensivo

* a ro lin ,recorinaissance fli: -its .4al . so
* sraeli air. support - :or i.ts croun units on the wes -
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bank. Light gound skirmishing had continued also
along the east bank of the cana and near Suez Cit on

e west bank w i aval fact X;.a a i a
was un er attack by an Israeli armored u.

EGYPTIAN FRONT

4. Tel Aviv has admitted that the E tians con-
trol two Areas. aloiq gt an ot calt

t to six mi . In the north the Egyptians
hold a secLor extending from a poinL east of Ismailia
north to the ma.rsh' region southeast.of Port Said. The
aouthern sector extends from a point east of the south-
ern tip of the Great Bitter Lake south'to Port Tawfiq,

opposite Suoz City on the Gulf of Suez. Th Ecrypti.ans
had nno- ha__ &bi to expand their footowld- i n the Sinai.
since Monday. -

5. On the west bank the Israclis claim conr

of a broad area from a point about 2 i
mailla; south to near Jabal al Jufrah, and ru.hlv-1th-
east to tht outskirts of Suez City. Israeli advances on
nt t ank sinc Mn a

e Suet it rea w re they. claim .to have isolated he '"

*W sou -herni conlccntra tion ovEvtaltQ~~lt
bAnk._
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SYRIAN FRONT

7. is claim control of all tarri
from the sur,'t of Mount Hermon ,soutnea trOugh 1Sasa
and a tc.: din4 to a pont east oU eJ A.ntar ars1 thenAl WeT- t

as- r lihe. There is nov ev~e enae that any
Syrian forces remain .ntact within this area and are still
offering resist.nce. There had been -o significant ad-.
vances by either side ce Mondav's short-1ivec cease-

8. Last night, Israeli Saar-clasis missile boats
participated in the shelling cfi 4 Of otianias
and Latakia. Sma.ll fedayeen units were act=.ve near the
Goian H.eigThts. No major ground force activity was noted
on either side. Air activity was limited to defensive
patrols a.d reconnaissance fliyhLs.

SOVIET A-E :LIFT

9. Soviet transport flight activity to the Middle
East on 23 October dronpad t .its lowest loyAL since_ the

ilitary air ift berian two weeksmga.. nly 20 aircraft
arrived, down f rom 55 the previous 'day. 14 Ai-12 ar~-
rivals, eight want to Syria, three to Iraq, two to Egypt,
and~ One to an undisclosed location. Five of six AN-22
arrivals landed in Cairo. Thero.aircra-t carried 440 tons

" of military carjo, about one-half of the total delivered
in each of the three previous days.

10. As of 0 mornin , no Soviet transport
aircraft -~ .a -~

25X1 the 1 re"- e, ,i f~'h cvi ty thus251 1ca st. Zo absenc
ear to.ay, wtle unusual, does not precludo the possibility

that sizable numbers of aircraft.will leave later in the
.day for Middle East destinations.

SOVIET SEALIFT
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AT THE UNITED NATIONS

.12. TChe UN Security Council resolution approved
last nigjht, again co-sponsored by the US and the Soviet
Union,

-reaffirms Monda'y's call for a ceasc-fire and
urges- all parties to return to the positions' they occupied
at the tine4 the truce bocpame effective (U;00- FR EDT Octo-
ber 22).

-- i-cquests that the Secretary-General dispatch UN
observers to supervise the cease-fire. alonj the Egyptian
front. - - -

12. This first effort .of the 'Council to enforce its
much-violated cease-fire should bring UN observers quickly
into place. It avoids hovor. the diffi '
where the cease-f ire line should be drawn and also fail
tO ad res the quostions ol how.to nitia- n n i-
'cins_-o 4-I ,-1-i uou. Rosolution 242.

17. e there is continuing resentment of US-Soviet dominance,
Council memhers seem to be awaiting initiatives from Wash-
ington and. Moscow on these issues also.

13. Three observer teams ware bc ing sent immediatel
to thG west bank or ti e an Fq aa -sus

.f'ep oyment. Israeli Dcfenlse Minister Moshe Davan is
Schedu.ecd to Meet toda with' a UiN representative to discuss
* wcement of obsorvers along t e east bank. Some UN ob-
server teams have remained on the Syrian front- throughout
the war. The Council will oventual ly have to consider, how-
ever, the need for additional observers in both arcas.

14. Although the resolution was approved without
opposition, the n11eetihg was marked -by stormy debate. China,
which agdain refused to ar ,n tie vote, v-alemently
objected to superpowers' use of the Security Council as a
ruiomr utamp. 1ieated exch anije btween Chinese and Soviet
Ambassadors on this point forces the president to adjourn
the session for a quarter of an .hour. While. non-aligned.

-4-
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states also deplored the lack of time for consultations,
there were no cfforts. to'oppose the resulution or offer
alternatives.

-15. Isral. accused Egypt of continuing attacks in
violation of the cease-fire. Ambassador Tekoah stated
that IsrZe1..would atop fighting as soon as Egypt stops and
reiterated the requirement "that all prisoners of war be
returned.

16. Egyptian Foreign Minister Zayyat emphasized
the Ariab demand that all occupied territories be returned,
indicating that Cairo now considers this a responsibility
of the suparpowers.

25X1.
1SETM.ENT A(GAINST US IN JORDAITAN OFYI.C2R CORPS

1.7.. resentmfl 5Xi
is growing n e P r a 5X 1Iesuppy
effort to Israel. The resentment reportedly has been in-

25X1 tensified by Jordan's 'inability. to get er ioment from the
- um +-. 1 he hm, nr~~id.1 the Isroli.

SAUDI ARA7IA-

25X1

25X1 A W-GB VIEW OF THE SITUATION

25X1
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CHINA

20. The Chinese press, in it& first direct comment
on the US-Soviet resolution callint -for a Middle East cease-
f ire, accused Washing ton and.Moscow of trying to "put
out the blazing fife of this just war." The Chinese charac-
terized calls for an in-place ceas--f ire as an effort by . -
the US and the USSR to maintain the :stalemae- for their own
selfish ends.' The counentary by the Ncw China News Agency
followed ..c.lose.y the arguments put forward by China's UN
representatives, who declined. to support the security Coun
Cil resolutioh.

- 25X1
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